




















WHAT ARE THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN IFFS 
AND GENDER EQUALITY IN UGANDA? 
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Illicit Financial Flows have a gendered impact in 

Uganda. Some sources of illicit financial flows, 

such as human trafficking, affect men and 

women differently. 

In addition, high levels of illicit financial flows 

in Uganda hamper development efforts, which 

has a disproportionate effect on women. 

Uganda ranks 127 out of 162 countries on the 

UNDP's Gender Inequality Index, showing 

that major inequalities exist in 

reproductive health, access to education 

and labor opportunities. 

As such, women are in greater need of 

quality public services for their survival. lf:F i HArtlPE.tz 

�E.VE:LOf>ffl E I\IT Ef fOfi-> However, IFFs related to corruption, trade 

misinvoicing, and tax evasion rob the 

Ugandan government of resources to invest in 

development and gender equality. 
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WHAT ARE THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN IFFs 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN UGANDA? 
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Uganda's natural resources - including oil, minerals, and 

wildlife - represent a major source of income for 

people's livelihoods and for the country; they are also 

sources of income for criminal gangs, transnational 

criminal organizations, and unscrupulous companies. 
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Individuals often hide behind complex 

corporate formations to carry on trade in 

natural resources without having their 

identities exposed. This way, individuals 

can abuse trade channels and the financial 

system without expecting any repercussions 

from regulators and law enforcement institutions. 
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UGANDA AS A HUB FOR WILDLIFE TRAFFICKERS 
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According to Global Financial Integrity, the value of the 
illegal wildlife trade is between UGX 18 trillion and UGX 
84 trillion (USS 5 billion and USS 23 billion) annually.1

While Uganda is not a major source country for 
poaching, it has been identified as a major conduit 
along the trafficking chain, with CITES calling it ''an 

important entrepot/export center in East Africa with 
clear links to Central African ivory trade flows:' 2

Entebbe International Airport serves as a major transit 
hub for illegal wildlife products as they move toward 
their final destinations in East and Southeast Asia, with 
agents of the Uganda Wildlife Authority noting that 
trafficking networks ''[rely] on the weaker controls 

usually devoted to transiting shipments:' 3 A 2018 study 
by Wasser et al. found that paired shipments of ivory 
identified from seizures across the globe ''form a linked 

chain that reflects the sizes, interconnectedness, and 

I 

places of operation of Africa's largest ivory smuggling 
cartels;' one of which operates out of Entebbe.4

Between 2013 and 2016, six of the seven large-scale 
ivory seizures (i.e. greater than 500kg) occurred at 

Entebbe, which follows the increasing trend of 
seizures of all types of wildlife products at the 

/ 

airport.5 In January 2015, 700 kgs of ivory 
along with two tons of pangolin scales 
were seized at Entebbe Airport, 
misinvoiced as electronic equipment that 
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was to be exported to the Netherlands; 
this illegal shipment could have been 
worth between UGX 890.57 million 
(USS 275,000) and UGX 4.5 billion 

1DD KC 2T111 

uso 2,s,000 - usD ,.2 r-,,LL•ON 

(USS 1.4 million) on the black market 
in Uganda.6

























 

5. Create a consistent definition for beneficial 

ownership across all across government agencies; 

As part of its commitments under the EITI process, 

pass the proposed definition of beneficial 

ownership proposed under the revised Mining Bill.

6. The Ugandan Revenue Authority should impose 

effective penalties for failure to provide accurate 

and updated beneficial ownership; and

7. In future Ugandan National Risk Assessments

should address ways to mitigate the abuse of land,

air and sea trade channels for the purposes of trade
I ■ I I 

m 1s1nvo1c1ng.

8. Create a central registry on Beneficial

Ownership that makes this information accessible

in a timely fashion to all relevant agencies.
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Important elements to consider when designing a robust law on 

beneficial ownership: 

What information will be required, i.e., full name, date of birth, 

address, origination of funds, etc.? 

What mechanisms will be used to accurately verify and update 

this information? 

How often will the information be updated? 

Which government agency will be responsible for maintaining 

this information? 

Which government agencies and which personnel will have 

access to this information? 

Whether the information will be publicly accessible, 

anonymously available, or only accessible to government 

agencies. 





C. Environmental Justice

1-https:/ / gfi nteg rity.org/ report/tra nsnationa 1-cri me-a nd-the-developin 

g-world/ 

2-https:/ / cites.org/ sites/ default/tiles/ eng/ cop/17 /Working Docs/E-CoP 

17-57-06-R1.pdf 

3-https://www.traffic.org/ site/ assets/tiles/ 8460 / uga nda_ wi Id I ife _asse 

ssment.pdf

4-https:/ / adva nces.sciencemag.org/ content/ 4/9/ eaat0625/tab-pdf
5-Rossi, Uganda Wildlife Trafficking Assessment, p65, 81

6-https://enoughproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017 /07 /DeadlyProfi

ts_July2017 _Enough_final_web-1.pdf

D. Trade Misinvoicing

1-https://www.busiweek.com/ bat-uga n da-decries-adverse-i m pacts-of 

-illicit-cigarette-trade-on-business-sustainability/

2-https: / / www.newvision.co.ug / news/1521583 / ciga rette-sm ugg Ii ng-ris

e-eastern-uganda-police

3-https:/ /www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/business/uganda-kenya-bust

car-clearance-racket--1351444

4-https:/ /www.newvision.co.ug/news/1444586/businessman-court-sh

4b-tax-fraud

E. Human Rights

1-https: / /www.theg ua rd ia n.com /environment/ 2013 /jun/ 04/lords-resist

ance-army-funded-elephant-poaching

2-https://theconversation.com/local-links-across-africa-provide-key-cl

ues-to-fighting-the-illegal-ivory-trade-95593

3-https: / /www.standaard.be/ cnt/ d mf20190 503 _ 04370790

4-https:/ /www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-24582325

5-https://de.reuters.com/article/us-uganda-trafficking/uganda-seizes

ivory-pa ngol i n-sca I es-worth-a n-esti mated-8-m i 11 ion-id US KC N1 PQ411

6-https: / /www.cesr.org/ sites/ default/files/ down loads/ 5. Business_ Uga

nda_UPR.pdf

7-https: / /www.somo. n I /wp-content/ u ploads/2016/ O 5 / No-golden-tutu r

e-7.pdf

8-https:/ /issafrica.org/iss-today /sweeping-illegal-sand-mining-under-t

he-rug-in-uganda



9-https:/ / enactafrica.org/ enact-observer /sweeping-illegal-sa nd-minin 

g-under-the-rug-in-uganda
10-https:/ /www.iser-uganda.org/images/ down loads/ESCR_JO I NT _SU

BMISSION_UPR_Uganda.pdf

11-https:/ / gfintegrity.org/report/ a-scoping-study-of-illicit-financial-flow

s-impacting-uganda/

12-https:/ /www.hrw.org/report/2013/10/21/letting-big-fish-swim/failur

es-prosecute-high-level-corruption-uganda
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